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Veronica Guerin (5 July 1958 - 26 June 1996) was an Irish crime reporter who was murdered by drug lords . Born in 
Dublin, she was an athlete in school, and later played on the Irish national teams for both football and basketball. After 
studying accountancy she ran a public-relations firm for seven years, before working for Fianna Fail and as an election 
agent for Sea n Haughey . She became a reporter in 1990, writing for the Sunday Business Post and Sunday Tribune. In 
1994 she began writing about crime for the Sunday Independent. In 1996 she was fatally shot while stopped at a traffic 
light. The shooting caused national outrage in Ireland. Investigation into her death led to a number of arrests and 
convictions 


Contents 

Early and personal life 

PR career: 1983-1990 

Journalism career: 1990-1996 

Murder 

Aftermath 

Memorial 

Notes 

External links 


Early and personal life 

The daughter of accountant Christopher and his wife Bernadette,^ Guerin was nicknamed "Ronnie." She and her four 
siblings were born and brought up in Artane, Dublin, and attended Catholic school where she excelled in athletics. 
Besides basketball and camogie, aged 15 she played in the All-Ireland football finals with a slipped discJ 3 ! She played for 
both the Ireland women's national basketball team and Republic of Ireland women's national football team, 
representing the latter in a match against England at Dalymount Park in May tgSiJ 4 ^ 


Veronica Guerin 
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Born 

5 July 1958I 1 ] 
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Guerin studied accountancy at Trinity College, Dublin.^ She married Graham Turley in 1985,1^ and the couple had a 
son, Cathal (born 1990). ^ A big fan of Manchester United football team, her prized possession was a photo of her and 
Eric Cantona taken on a visit to Old TrafforcU 8 ! 

PR career: 1983-1990 

After she graduated, her father employed her at his company; but following his death three years later, she changed 
professions and started a public relations firm in 1983, which she ran for seven years. 

In 1983-84, she served as secretary to the Fianna Fail group at the New Ireland Forum.! 8 ! She served as Charles Haughey ’s personal assistant, and became a family 
friend, taking holidays with his children. In 1987 she served as election agent and party treasurer in Dublin North for Sean Haughey J 8 ! 

Journalism career: 1990-1996 

In 1990, she changed careers again, switching to journalism as a reporter with the Sunday Business Post and Sunday Tribune, working under editor Damien 
Kiberd.! 8 ! Craving first-hand information, she pursued a story directly to the source with little regard for her personal safety, to engage those she deemed central to 
a story. This allowed her to build close relationships with both the legitimate authorities, such as the Garda Siochana (police), and the criminals, with both sides 
respecting her diligence by providing highly detailed information. She also reported on Irish Republican Army activities in the Republic of Ireland.! 8 ! 

From 1994 onwards, she began to write about criminals for the Sunday Independent.^ Using her accountancy knowledge to trace the proceeds of illegal activity, 
she used street names or ps eud o nyms for underworld figures to avoid Irish libel laws J 8 !! 9 ! 

When she began to cover drug dealers, and gained information from convicted drugs criminal John Traynor, she received numerous death threats. The first 
violence against her occurred in October 1994, when two shots were fired into her home after her story on murdered crime kingpin Martin Cahill was published. 
Guerin dismissed the "warning". The day after writing an article on Gerry "The Monk" Hutch,! 1 0 ] on g 0 January 1995, she answered her doorbell to a man pointing 
a revolver at her head. The gunman missed and shot her in the leg. Regardless, she vowed to continue her investigations. Independent Newspapers installed a 
security system to protect her, and the Gardai gave her a 24-hour escort; however, she did not approve of this, saying that it hampered her work. 

On 13 September 1995, convicted criminal John Gilligan, Traynor's boss, attacked her when she confronted him about his lavish lifestyle with no source of 
income.! 10 ! He later called her at home and threatened to kidnap and rape her son, and kill her if she wrote anything about him.! 9 !! 11 ! 

Guerin received the International Press Freedom Award from the Committee to Protect Journalists in December 1995.! 9 ! 
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On the evening of 25 June 1996, Gilligan drug gang members Charles Bowden, Brian Meehan, Kieran ’Muscles' Concannon, Peter Mitchell and Paul Ward had met 
at their distribution premises on the Greenmount Industrial Estate. Bowden, the gang's distributor and ammunition quartermaster, had supplied the three with a 
Colt Python revolver loaded with .357 Magnum Semiwadcutter bullets.! 12 ! 

On 26 June 1996, while driving her red Opel Calibra, Guerin stopped at a red traffic light on the Naas Dual Carriageway near Newlands Cross, on the outskirts of 
Dublin, unaware she was being followed. She was shot six times, fatally, by one of two men sitting on a motorcycle J 13 ! 

About an hour after Guerin was murdered, a meeting took place in Moore Street, Dublin, between Bowden, Meehan, and Mitchell. Bowden later denied under oath 
in court that the purpose of the meeting was the disposal of the weapon but rather that it was an excuse to appear in a public setting to place them away from the 
incident.! 12 ^ 


At the time of her murder, Traynor was seeking a High Court order against Guerin to prevent her from publishing a book about his involvement in organised 
crimeJ 14 ] Guerin was killed two days before she was due to speak at a Freedom Forum conference in London. The topic of her segment was "Dying to Tell the Story: 
Journalists at Risk."! 15 ] 

Her funeral was attended by Ireland's Taoiseach John Bruton, and the head of the armed forces. It was covered live by Raidio Teilifis Eireann. On 4 July, labour 
unions across Ireland called for a moment of silence in her memory, which was duly observed by people around the country. Guerin is buried in Dardistown 
Cemetery, County Dublin.! 16 ] 

Aftermath 

Guerin's murder caused outrage, and Taoiseach John Bruton called it "an attack on democracy".! 13 ] The Oireachtas, the Irish parliament, realised the potential of 
using tax enforcement laws as a means of deterring and punishing criminals. Within a week of her murder, it enacted the Proceeds of Crime Act 1996 and the 
Criminal Assets Bureau Act 1996, so that assets purchased with money obtained through crime could be seized by the government. This led to the formation of the 
Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB). 

After the murder of Guerin, Bowden was arrested as were the other members of Gilligan's gang who were still in Ireland. In an agreement with the Attorney 
General of Ireland, Bowden agreed to turn state's witness, and become the first person to enter the Republic's Witness Security Programme. Granted immunity 
from prosecution for the murder of Guerin, he was the only witness to give evidence against all four drug gang members at their trials in the Special Criminal 
Court: Patrick Holland, Paul "Hippo" Ward, Brian Meehan and John Gilligan.! 17 ! The investigation into Guerin's death resulted in over 150 other arrests and 
convictions, as well as seizures of drugs and arms.! 2 ! Drug crime in Ireland dropped 15 percent in the following 12 months. 

In 1997 while acting as a Garda witness, Bowden named Patrick "Dutchy" Holland in court as the man he supplied the gun to, and hence suspected of shooting 
Guerin. Holland was never convicted of the murder, and he denied the accusation until his death in June 2009 while in prison in the UK.! 2 !! 18 ] 

In November 1998, after evidence from Bowden and others, Paul "Hippo" Ward was convicted of the murder and sentenced to life in prison as an accomplice, 
because he had disposed of the murder weapon and the motorbike.! 10 !! 13 ] This conviction was later overturned on appeal.! 12 ! 
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Brian Meehan fled to Amsterdam with Traynor (who later escaped to Portugal). After the court dismissed additional evidence from Bowden, Meehan was convicted 
on the testimony of gang member turned state's witness Russell Warren, who had followed Guerin's movements in the hours before the murder, and then called 
Meehan on a mobile phone with the details.! 19 ! Meehan was convicted of murdering Guerin, and sentenced to life imprisonment.! 20 ] 

John Gilligan left Ireland the day before Guerin was murdered, on a flight to Amsterdam. He was arrested 12 months later in the United Kingdom trying to board a 
flight for Amsterdam, after a routine search of his baggage revealed $500,000 in cash. Claiming it was the proceeds of gambling, he was charged with money 
laundering . After a three-year legal battle, he was extradited to Ireland on 3 February 2000. Tried and acquitted of Guerin's murder,! 10 ! he was later convicted of 
importing 20 tonnes of cannabis and sentenced to 28 years in prison, reduced to 20 years on appeal. 

Pursued by CAB, in January 2008, Gilligan made a court appearance in an attempt to stop the Irish State from selling off his assets. He accused Traynor of having 
ordered Guerin's murder without his permission. Despite the presiding judge's attempt to silence Gilligan, he continued to blame a botched Gardai investigation 
and planted evidence as the reason for his current imprisonment. Traynor had fled to Portugal after Guerin's murder, and having been on the run from British 
authorities since 1992, resided mainly in Spain and the Netherlands from 1996 onwards. After a failed extradition from the Netherlands in 1997, which brought 
Meehan back to Ireland, in 2010 Traynor was arrested after a joint UK SOCA/Regiokorpsen operation in Amsterdam.! 14 ! Traynor, as of 2013, is living in Kent, 
England after serving time in an English prison. It is reported that he is still wanted for tax evasion in Ireland.! 21 ! 

Turley remarried in 2011 .! 22 1 Her son, Cathal Turley, relocated to Dubai and, as of 2016, manages an Irish pub at the Dubai World Trade Centre.! 23 ! 

Memorial 

A memorial statue to Guerin is located in Dubh Linn Gardens, in the grounds of Dublin Castle. 

On 2 May 1997, at a ceremony in Arlington, Virginia , her name and those of 38 other international journalists who died in the line of duty in 1996 were added to 
the Freedom Forum Journalists Memorial. Her husband addressed the audience: "Veronica stood for freedom to write. She stood as light, and wrote of life in 
Ireland today, and told the truth. Veronica was not a judge, nor was she a juror, but she paid the ultimate price with the sacrifice of her life."! 9 ! 

In 2000, Guerin was named as one of the International Press Institute's 50 World Press Freedom Heroes of the past 50 years.! 24 ! 

In 2007, the Veronica Guerin Memorial Scholarship was set up at Dublin City University, offering a bursary intended to meet the cost of fees and part of the 
general expenses of an MA in Journalism student who wishes to specialise in investigative journalism.! 25 ! 

Notes 

1 O'Reilly, Emily (1998). Veronica Guerin: The Life and Death of a Crime Reporter. London: Random House, p. 13. ISBN 978- 
0-09-976151-8 

2. Henry McDonald (9 April 2006). "10 years later, still no peace for Veronica Guerin" (https://www.theguardian.com/world/200 
6/apr/09/ireland). The Guardian. Retrieved 30 September 2011. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veronica_Guerin 


4/6 



6/5/2018 


Veronica Guerin - Wikipedia 


3. Jason Lynch (3 November 2003). "Killed for Her Courage" (http://www.people.com/people/archive/article/O,,20148529,00.ht 
ml). People. Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

4. "Match: Republic of Ireland 0-5 England, 2 May 1981, Dalymount Park" (https://womensfootballarchive.com/2016/05/04/ma 
tch-republic-of-ireland-0-5-england-2-may-1981-dalymount-park/). Women's Football Archive. 4 May 2016. Retrieved 

17 June 2016. 

5. "Veronica Guerin" (https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/7733654/Veronica-Guerin.html). The Telegraph. London. 28 
June 1996. 

6. Wild Irish Women: Extraordinary Lives from History (https://books.google.com/books?id=q1-NAwAAQBAJ&pg=PT105&lpg= 

PT105&dq=graham+turley+veronica+guerin+1985&source=bl&ots=l3C_DxUIHq&sig=icpGStdalyrGK7qHH2FUR0oZ6DY&h 
l=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiyxJil7YnMAhVCRhQKHbi7D28Q6AEIRzAI#v=onepage&q=graham%20turley%20veronica%20 
guerin%201985&f=false) Marian Broderick, University of Wisconsin Press, 2002, page 131 

7. "The second fall of Veronica Guerin" (http://news.bbc.co.Uk/1/hi/world/europe/86191 .stm) BBC News 6 May 1998. 
Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

8. Alan Murdoch (27 June 1996). "Obituary: Veronica Guerin" (https://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/obituary-veronica- 
guerin-1338979.html). The Independent. Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

9. "Veronica Guerin" (http://www.answers.com/topic/veronica-guerin). Gale Encyclopedia of Biography at Answers.com. 
Retrieved 2 August 2012. 

10. "Veronica Guerin" (http://www.undergroundnotes.com/veronicaguerin.htm). undergroundnotes.com. Retrieved 
30 September 2011. 

11. Liz Allen. "The second fall of Veronica Guerin" (http://news.bbc.co.Uk/2/hi/europe/86191.stm). BBC News. 6 May 1998. 
Retrieved 2 August 2012. 

12. "Ward Appeal" (http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/special/2002/wardjudgement/index.htm). The Irish Times. 22 March 
2002. Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

13. "Veronica Guerin" (https://web.archive.Org/web/20120318032106/http://www.freemedia.at/awards/veronica-guerin/). 
International Press Institute. Archived from the original (http://www.freemedia.at/awards/veronica-guerin/) on 18 March 
2012. Retrieved 2 August 2012. 

14. Washbrook, Cyril (4 September 2010). "UK: Suspect in Veronica Guerin murder arrested" (https://web.archive.org/web/2010 
0910042124/http://www.mediaspy.org/report/2010/09/04/uk-suspect-in-veronica-guerin-murder-arrested/). The Spy Report. 
Media Spy. Archived from the original (http://www.mediaspy.org/report/2010/09/04/uk-suspect-in-veronica-guerin-murder-arr 
ested/) on 10 September 2010. Retrieved 4 September 2010. 

15. "N. Ireland investigative journalist slain; Protestant group claims responsibility" (http://www.mediastudies.org/templates/docu 
ment.asp?documentlD=15024). The Associated Press. 10 January 2001. Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

16. "Veronica Guerin" (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8522205). findagrave.com. Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

17. "Bowden relocated abroad under witness protection programme" (http://www.rte.ie/news/2001/0418/gilligan.html). RTE 
News. 18 April 2001. Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

18. "Obituary of Patrick 'Dutchy' Holland" (http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0620/1224249188990.html). The 
Irish Times 6 June 2009. Retrieved 2 August 2012. 



Monument to Guerin in 
Dublin Castle gardens 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wikiA/eronica_Guerin 


5/6 
































6/5/2018 


Veronica Guerin - Wikipedia 


19. "Life sentence for Guerin murderer" (http://news.bbc.co.Uk/1/hi/world/europe/406908.stm) BBC News. 29 July 1999. 
Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

20. "Extradition of Irishman" (https://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9A01E6DE153CF933A25751 Cl A961958260) 

The New York Times 10 December 1997. Retrieved 2 August 2012. 

21. Cusack, Jim (13 October 2013). "Gijligan returns, now just a trivial figure in a very changed landscape" (http://www.indepen 
dent, ie/opinion/analysis/gilligan-retu rns-now-just-a-trivial-figure-in-a-very-changed-landscape-29655482.html). 
Independent.ie. Retrieved 26 June 2014. 

22. "Graham and Suzanne celebrate their big day" (http://www.independent.ie/irish-news/graham-and-suzanne-celebrate-their- 
big-day-26756873.html), The Irish Independent, 31 July 2011 

23. O'Connor, Brendan (May 1,2016). "Veronica Guerin's son Cathal Turley: 'To live with that hatred wouldn't be living at alf_- 
Independent.ie" (https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/veronica-guerins-son-cathal-turley-to-live-with-that-hatred-wouldnt-b 
e-living-at-all-34674648.html). Irish Independent. Retrieved 13 November 2017. 

24. "World Press Freedom Heroes: Symbols of courage in global journalism" (https://web.archive.org/web/20120116082802/htt 
p://www.freemedia.at/awards/world-press-freedom-heroes). International Press Institute. 2012. Archived from the original (h 
ttp://www.freemedia.at/awards/world-press-freedom-heroes/) on 16 January 2012. Retrieved 26 January 2012. 

25. "Veronica Guerin Memorial Scholarship" (https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:-Kah5TCeSJwJ:www.dcu.ie/comm 
unications/guerin_bursary_notice_2011 .pdf+veronica+guerin+funeral+journalist&hl=en&gl=uk&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiC47 
GOmStZGdyb7WFFbPOtqql2i8zXOci9X72dz_c53LvlJ4CwaXKdjJEtDa7CJhB-spe2ZOt2dVtXklaoV-vKnBZIMfoUCzzv5zcWF 
Zb275zhRbcllkjj_drm_DvGwxz4WlmWp&sig=AHIEtbR2YY7doVojQ0B6EBBV41_UzPVRKA) Dublin City University. 

Retrieved 30 September 2011. 

External links 


■ Text, Audio, Video of Veronica Guerin's International Press Freedom Award Acceptance Speech (http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/veronicaguerinbr 
averyaward.htm) 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Veronica_Guerin&oldid=840515276" 


This page was last edited on 10 May 2018, at 11:39. 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License ; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and 
Privacy Policy . Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veronica_Guerin 


6/6 


